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(5) Compile input and submit consoli-
dated Annual FOIA Report to Echelon
2 FOIA Coordinator, who, in turn, will
provide consolidated report to CNO
(N09B30).

(6) Review activity conformance with
the marking, handling, transporting,
and safeguarding of FOUO information.

(7) Provide guidance on handling
FOIA requests and the scope of the
FOIA exemptions.

(8) Review subpart C of this part and
provide CNO (N09B30) with updated in-
formation, as appropriate.

(9) Conduct staff assistance visits
within command and lower echelon
commands to ensure compliance with
FOIA.

(10) Echelon 2 FOIA Coordinators
shall provide CNO (N09B30) with a com-
plete listing of all FOIA Coordinators
under their jurisdiction. Such informa-
tion should include activity name and
address, office code, name of FOIA Co-
ordinator, and commercial and autovon
telephone numbers.

(d) Release Authorities. (1) The role of
the release authority is to respond to
requests for documents under his/her
cognizance for which no FOIA exemp-
tion applies. Release authorities are
commanding officers and heads of all
Navy and Marine Corps activities (de-
partmental and field).

(2) Release authorities are required
to coordinate with officials having cog-
nizance over the subject matter of the
requested record, if there is a question
as to its releasability. However, if it is
determined that a requested record re-
quires withholding, in whole or in part,
the release authority must refer the
documents along with recommenda-
tions regarding release to the initial
denial authority (IDA) in the chain of
command. If geographically isolated,
the release authority may forward the
request to another IDA, if so author-
ized by the IDA in the chain of com-
mand.

(3) For records which are part of the
Navy’s Privacy Act (PA) systems of
records, the record custodian specified
in the systems notice is the appro-
priate authority to respond to the re-
quest.

(e) Initial Denial Authorities (IDAs). (1)
The IDA role is to deny and grant re-
quests, either in whole or in part, for

documents or records under his or her
cognizance; to grant one 10-working
day formal extension to the time limit
for responding to FOIA requests; and to
deny requests to waive or reduce FOIA
fees when the information sought re-
lates to matters within their respective
geographical areas of responsibility or
chain of command.

(2) Within the Department of the
Navy, the following chief officials,
their respective vice commanders, dep-
uties, and their principal assistants are
designated as IDAs.

(i) Department of the Navy: Civilian
Executive Assistants; CNO; CMC; Chief
of Naval Personnel; Commanders of the
Naval Systems Commands, Office of
Naval Intelligence, Naval Security
Group Command, and Naval Computer
and Telecommunications Command;
Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery;
Auditor General of the Navy; Naval In-
spector General; Director, Office of Ci-
vilian Personnel Management; Chief of
Naval Education and Training; Com-
mander, Naval Reserve Force; Chief of
Naval Research; Commander, Naval
Meteorology and Oceanography Com-
mand; heads of DON Staff Offices,
Boards, and Councils; Flag Officers.
NJAG and his Deputy, and the OGC and
his Deputies, are excluded from this
grant of authorization. While the
NJAG and OGC are not Initial Denial
Authorities, they are authorized to fur-
ther delegate the authority conferred
here to other senior officers/officials
within NJAG and OGC.

(ii) Initial Denial Authorities may
choose to delegate initial denial au-
thority to those major activities under
their control that receive voluminous
requests. Such action is discretionary
and should be limited.

(iii) For the shore establishment:
(A) All officers authorized under Ar-

ticle 22, Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice (UCMJ), or designated in section
0120, Manual of the Judge Advocate
General, to convene general courts-
martial.

(B) Director, Naval Criminal Inves-
tigative Service and Deputy Com-
mander, Naval Legal Service Com-
mand.

(iv) In the Operating Forces: All offi-
cers authorized by Article 22, UCMJ, or
designated in section 0120, Manual of
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